[image: image1.png]<0
\2) BOASTMARYLAND
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Maryland’s Nonpublic Schools

State Economic Impact
$1.5 billion savings in state per-pupil expenditures

At a statewide public school average cost of $11,556 per pupil (2005-06), Maryland’s nonpublic schools save taxpayers $1.5 billion annually – in operational costs alone - by educating more than 131,000 K-12 students.

Relief for public school overcrowding

Currently, Maryland’s public schools accommodate an estimated 61,000 students in more than 3,000 relocatable classrooms throughout the state.  It would take another 340 relocatable classrooms to accommodate a shift of only 5 percent of students from Maryland’s nonpublic schools, or a staggering 6800 relocatable classrooms to accommodate all of the state’s nonpublic school students.

Additional capacity for BRAC families
Maryland’s Department of Planning estimates that the state will need to accommodate an influx of more than 25,000 families over the next eight years due to the impact of the military Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process.  Maintaining affordable educational alternatives offered by nonpublic schools should play a critical role as the state contemplates the anticipated impact that BRAC will have on the state’s public school system. 

Attraction for businesses and their employees
Businesses are likely to locate in regions where there are high-quality, affordable educational options for employees who will be moving into the area.  They also know that high-quality schools lead to a well-trained workforce.  The existence of nonpublic schools helps make Maryland’s neighborhoods and cities more attractive to businesses.  

Institutional stability in low-income areas

Many of Maryland’s nonpublic schools have a long history of serving low-income and immigrant families in neighborhoods challenged by economic and social instability.  It is critically important to prevent the social and financial costs to the state and local communities that would result due to nonpublic school closings in economically fragile areas.  

Support the BOAST Maryland Tax Credit

Building Opportunities for All Students and Teachers in Maryland


Modeled on Pennsylvania’s highly successful Educational Improvement Tax Credit, the BOAST Maryland Tax Credit is designed to provide Maryland’s elementary and secondary schools with a means of leveraging significantly increased investment from their local business communities. The proposal is currently under consideration before the Maryland General Assembly.  The BOAST Maryland Tax Credit would allow corporations and small businesses to claim a 75% state tax credit (rather than a charitable deduction) for donations to organizations that support Maryland’s K-12 public and nonpublic school students and teachers.  Tax credits would be provided on a first-come, first-served basis, until the statewide limit for tax credits is reached. 
For further information, call 410-919-8816 or go to

www.boastmaryland.org
